
HURTWOOD HOUSE

English for Speakers of Other Languages Policy 

	Reviewed
	By
	Last reviewed
	Last modified

	Annually
	LLW/SMT
	May 2025
	May 2024


ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES POLICY

1. Aim

The aim of this policy is to outline the framework through which Hurtwood House undertakes to prepare and support students who are identified as having specific needs because they speak English as an additional language (EAL).  

2. English as an Additional Language

The school welcomes many students for whom English is an additional language.  Such students come from a wide international context and may join the school with varied proficiency and experience of the English language.  There are clear objectives (outlined below) that Hurtwood aims to meet in terms of EAL students’ educational provision.  Provision for their welfare is equally important and we recognise that EAL students need particular care and encouragement as they adapt to an international boarding community in this country. 
3. The objectives of the ESOL policy are to ensure that:

· students’ communication skills allow them to play a full role in the life of the school

· students are fully integrated into (I)GCSE and A Level classes

· students have the necessary qualifications for higher education

· students develop cultural awareness of others in our community

Overall the school aims to ensure that every student reaches their full potential at Hurtwood regardless of their background or first language.

4. Implementation and Procedures

The school’s ESOL department consists of specialist ESOL teachers who are responsible for the assessment and preparation of students with ESOL needs.  The aims of the department are:
· to develop the students’ English language skills and communicative ability and to build the students’ confidence to succeed in an English-speaking environment

· to give students a strong foundation in all English language skills, following the University of Cambridge IELTS (International English Language Testing System) exam structure

· to prepare students for success in the Cambridge IELTS exams to the level required for university entrance

· to support students in their (I)GCSE and A Level curriculum subjects

While the school is committed to providing support for students with specific ESOL needs, it reserves the right to recommend students undertake a foundation course before admission to the first year of A Level study if students are not sufficiently fluent in English to benefit from the teaching.

The school also reserves the right not to admit students whose needs it cannot meet after reasonable adjustments have been considered.  

On joining Hurtwood, students undertake a language placement test in the first week and are then grouped according to their results into one of several IELTS classes or an (I)GCSE English programme. Each student will follow an individual pathway, depending upon their level of English, higher education demands or visa conditions. 

IELTS

IELTS measures the ability to communicate in English across the four language skills: listening, reading, writing and speaking.  Universities use it as an indicator of students’ academic study skills and top universities are likely to demand a score of 7 or more in every skill.  The test is taken as soon as the ESOL teacher and the student feels they will benefit from sitting the examination. The school assists students in applying for one or more external exam sessions.  The school is unable to book tests on behalf of students but will provide advice on appropriate testing centres and the procedure.  The department liaises with the Careers Department to ensure the university requirements and a student’s performance level are fully understood by all parties.
IELTS lessons run concurrently with either A Level or the (I)GCSE curriculum. Students will usually have three lessons per week in small groups, typically of between 6 and 12 students.
Once a student achieves the IELTS examination level appropriate to their higher education ambitions, the Careers Department advises students to copy and send the certificate to the appropriate institutions as evidence of their English language qualification. 
Extra English 
The school provides extra English support for students who will benefit from more help with general English, and for those who need subject-based assistance.  Extra English can be on a one-to-one basis or in small subject groups.

5. Welfare

All EAL students have the opportunity to play a full role in the life of the school and this increases as their language skills improve.  In addition to their language training we closely support EAL students to ensure their welfare and facilitate their full involvement in school life.  Students from varied language backgrounds work together in academic classes and extra-curricular activities.  The IELTS classes are timetabled in such a way as to allow students to have some access to the school’s activities and extra-curricular programme. House and other staff pay particular attention to EAL students to ensure they understand fully school procedures and the opportunities open to them.  The language and cultural diversity of students is celebrated in many ways from International Languages Day to themed cultural and food days.  
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